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PREFACE.

————

THE followingA Biography has been cbmpiled entirely
from official records and other reliable data. I have
to thank many kind friends for their assistance. Mr.
E. H. Linpo, Secretary to the Spanish and Portuguese
Synagogue, and Mr. LEwis EmMaANUEL, Secretary to the
Board of Deputies, opened to me the important archives
committed to their care. Mr. J. B. MONTEFIORE, Mr.
F. D. Mocarra, Mr. H. GuEDALLA, Dr. L. LoEwe, Mr.
Epwin ArnoLp, and Signor Csar OLIVETTI of Turin
placed at my disposal a great deal of anecdotic and other
information, and Mr. GUEDALLA most painstakingly
revised the proof-sheets. Among the sources of in-
formation not acknowledged in the following pages,
I must gratefully mention Mr. IsraEL Davis’ Biogra-
phical Sketch of Sir Moses MONTEFIORE, reprinted
from the Times ; and the files of a large number of
Jewish newspapers, particularly the Jewish World and
Jewish Chronicle of London.

L. W.
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ONE evening, in the early part of the year 1784,
a highly respectable Jewish merchant of the City of
London announced to his wife, in their cosy drawing-
room at Kennington, that he purposed paying a visit
to Ttaly at an early date, to buy some advantageous
parcels of straw bonnets, to which his correspondents
had drawn his attention. In those days, when not
merely the boring of the Mont Cenis, but railways
themselves, were undreamt of, such a journey was no
light matter. The wife, however, was young and
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2 The Life of Sir Moses Montefiove. [cm. 1.

adventurous, and she gave her consent to the proposed
~ enterprise on one condition: that she was not left
behind. The husband prudently declined to contest
his partner’s whim ; the conjugal bargain was struck ;
the company of the lady’s brother was invited, and
the journey was undertaken. Not the least important
incident in this commercial expedition occurred at
Leghorn, on the evening of the 24th October, 1784.
The lady in question gave birth to a boy, whose name
was registered in the archives of the local synagogus
as Moses Haim Montefiore. The travellers were Mr.
and Mrs. Joseph Elias Montefiore, of London, and
Mrs. Montefiore’s brother, Moses Mocatta, likewise
of London ; the nouveau-né was the subject of this
book. In the Via Reale, opposite the new Leghorn
Synagogue, the house is still pointed out in which this
event took place, just one hundred years ago.

Little is known of the family history of the Monte-
fiores beyond the four generations settled in this
country. It is generally assumed that they must have
come originally from the small town of the same
name in the Italian province of Ascoli Piceno. The
fact has, however, been overlooked that there are two
Montefiores in Italy, one in the neighbourhood of
Fermo, and the other near Forli. No certain evidence
exists to connect the family with either of these places,
although, from the frequent adoption by Jews of sur-
names from the names of the towns in which they
have resided, there is a strong probability that at
some period it was domiciled in one of the Montefiores.
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At the same time the fact must not be lost sight of
that names of flowers or connected with flowers have
always been popular with Jews, and that the name
Montefiore itself appears very frequently among Jews
in the German equivalent Blumberg, together with
many kindred names, such as Blumenbach, Blumen-
thal, Rosenberg, Rosenthal, Rosenfeld, Veilchenfeld,
Lilienfeld, &e.

The earliest record which has been preserved of the
Montefiore family is neither engraved on stone, nor in-
scribed on parchment. It exists appropriately enough
in the. shape of a silk ritual curtain, magnificently
embroidered and fringed with gold, which, on festive
occasions, is suspended before the Ark in the ancient
Jewish Synagogue at Ancona. In the centre of this
curtain is a Hebrew inscription recording its gift to
the Synagogue in 1630 by Leone (Judah) Montefiore,
whose wife Rachel, it states, had embroidered and
inscribed it with her own hands. The Montefiores
appear to have occupied a good position as merchants
at Ancona, where, throughout the middle ages, their
co-religionists enjoyed the reputation of a prosperous
and industrious class. When Pius V. expelled the
Jews from the States of the Church he expressly
excepted those of Ancona, in order not to disturb the
trade with the East, which was entirely in their hands.
In the latter half of the seventeenth century, Amadio
Montefiore and Ismael Montefiore appear, from entries
in the Synagogue books, to have been prominent
members of the Ancona Jewish Community.

B2
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At an early period some of the Ancona Montefiores
settled in Leghorn. The Jews of that city enjoyed
even greater prosperity than their brethren in the
Adriatic port. Their commercial genius was an im-
portant element in the development of commerce and
industry all over Italy, but in Leghorn the tolerance
of the Medicis secured them the freest scope for their
activity. Menasseh ben Israel, in his petition to
Cromwell for the re-admission of the Jews to England,
attributes the rise of Leghorn entirely to the industry
and ‘“ merchandising ” of the Jews; and, indeed, their
commercial influence must have been very great, when
we find a writer relating, in the early part of the
eighteenth century, that the inhabitants generally, Jew
and Gentile, observed the Jewish Sabbath as a day of
rest from business. Early in the seventeenth century
there were Montefiores in Leghorn, who signed them-
selves ¢ Montefiore d'Ancona,” thus placing their
origin beyond all doubt. One of them, Isach Vita
Montefiore, was a merchant of standing about 1690.
He took into his business his nephew Judah, who had
come from Ancona to seek his fortune. Judah, in
process of time, married a daughter of the Medinas,
who presented him with four sons, the eldest of whom,
Moses Haim (or Vita*) Montefiore, was Sir Moses
Montefiore’s grandfather.

Moses Vita Montefiore, the elder, was born Decem-
ber 28th, 1712, and married on March 29th, 1752,

* « Haim ” is a common Hebrew name, signifying ¢ Life,” or, in
Italian, “Vita.”



